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In a May 21 report, AFP said journalists on site in El Paraiso department have been told that some 40
children of former contra combatants have died, result of severe malnutrition and gastrointestinal
diseases. About 5,000 relatives of contra fighters, and an indeterminate number of war wounded
remain in Yamales. According to the relatives, since the US Agency for International Development
(USAID) stopped providing humanitarian aid in April, they have received minimal food rations.
At present foodstuffs are distributed by the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), and the
International Verification and Support Commission (CIAV). They also complained that the UN
peacekeeping force (ONUCA) was using reduced food rations and other humanitarian aid as a
means to pressure them into returning to Nicaragua. An estimated 16,000 contra family members
are camped in Honduras. Hondurans residing in the Yamales area said that not all contras have
returned to Nicaragua. Between 4,000 and 5,000 contras and family members relocated to San
Andres de Bocay, Olancho department, and others moved on to Banco Grande and Rancho Grande
in El Paraiso department. The Hondurans claimed the contras in Banco Grande and Rancho
Grande are armed. The Honduran government has asserted on numerous occasions that all contra
combatants have left the country since late April. Honduran residents of the Yamales region said
that 1,500 contras have recently returned from Nicaragua, and not 500, as reported by the Foreign
Ministry 10 days ago. (Basic data from AFP, 05/21/90)
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